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INTRODUCT {ON

Access to waters Is vital $o people wishing to enjoy the state's surface waters for recreational purposes.
Therefore, Information concerning the status of access and avallabllity of waters to the publlic ts important
for publlc pollcy declsionse This knowledge Is needed to gulde the allocation of publlic funds for providing

SCCOSSe

This summary Is an appraisal of the status of public boat access In Wisconsin's West Central District. it
inciudes a tabular presentation of altl district surface waters, the weter area, the capacity of access
points, and an appralsal of access adequacy for each county and the distrlct. I+ was prepared for the

purpose of chartlng future acquisltion and development programs.

In this summary, the small unnamed |akes have been Ignored for the most part. Obviously, small waters have
lImited opportunities for publlc use and wil{ not be deserving of access consideratlons However, the larger

rivers are included.

The data used In this summary were provided by the district staff in a serles of reports prepared in the
early 1970'ss Most of thls Information was collected by Thomas Klick and Is maintalned In a lcoseleaf
flles Supplemental Informatlion was provided by county water Inventory reports and more recent access

Inventory datae.
STUDY AREA

The West Central Dlstrict Is comprised of 14 counties in the western part of the state (Fige I) It has few
large cities, but the large Minneapol!ls~5t. Paul metropolitan area Is nearbY with more than 2 miillon
people. The largest clties in the district are Eau Clalre and La Crosse, with populatlions of 51,509 and
48,347, respectively. The total district population |Is only 494,670, a population overshadowed by the
nelghboring Twin Cltles In Minnesota.

There are relatively few natural lakes In most of the West Ceniral District, but one county has hundreds of
small glaclal lakes. Large rivers are a domlnant feature and cranberry flowages are locally abundant. But
the relative scarcity of waters here makes all of them more valuable and deserving of access if not
avallables. There are 37,788 acres of lake water in the district, plus 167,200 acres of water In the
Mississippl River, which ls shared with adjolning statess Per capita water area, using Inland |ake waters
only, 1s 0076 acres. Thls ratio Is relatlvely low when compared wlth other parts of Wisconsin. The per
caplta water area Improves substantially when coupled with the water area of the Misslssippl.

TABLE |+ County and major city populations In each county In the West
Central District.

Lake Surface Mississippl Water Area
Population Water Area River Per Caplta**

County and Clty (198l (acres)® Acreage {acres)
Buf falo 14,309 139 12,600 010
Chlppewa 52,127 19,085 7,000 366

Chippewa Falls 12,270
Clark 32,910 1,447 +044
Crawford 16,556 336 18,600 +020
Dunny 34,314 3,595 +i 05
Eau Clalre 78,805 2,780 <035

Eau Clalire 51,509
Jackson 16,831 1,40l +084
La Crosse 91,096 764 21,900 +008

La Crosse 48,347
Monroe 35,074 852 + 024
Pepin 7,477 22| 17,900 +029
Plerce 31,149 238 38,800 +008
5t. Crolx 43,262 6,629 13,600 +153
Trempealeau 26,158 400 5,900 «015
Vernon 25,642 190 007
TOTAL 494,670 38,077 109,338 077

Minneapoilis-St. Paul
Metropoiltan Statistlcal Area 2,113,533

*Named 1akes only.
¥*Based on Inland waters only; does not Include Mississippls
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FIGURE 1.

Counties and major waters In West Central District.
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FIGIRE 2. Number of lakes of varlous size classes lacking access or having Inadequate access relative to

the total number of lakes in the West Central District.




LAKE CLASSES

The iakes are dlvided Into size classes, depending on thelr acreage, to achieve better quantificatlon of the
data. These classes are:

Cl assos Area (acres)
Yery Smal | o - 19
Smal | ' 20 - 49

Mad lum Smai | 50 - 99
Smai ! Madlum 100 - 199
Medlum 200 - 499
Large Medium 500 - 999
Medlum Large 1,000 - |,999
Large 2,000 - 9,999
Yery Large 10,000 - 99,999

ACCESS TYPES

The access types llsted In this report are descriptlve of the forms of access avaljable. Wllderness access
has parking set back some distance from the shore. A walk-In access lacks & boat ramp, but has nearby d
parkings A fuil boat access, or ramp, aliows the launchlng of trallered boats and has nearby parking. A
ramp s the most developed type of access. Fees may or may not be charged at an access.

ACCESS ADEQUACY

The adequacy of access ls obtained by dividing the lake area by the number of parking spacess The
Depariment of Natural Resources has oplned In the past that one parklng space per 10 acres of water Is a
target maximum for density {(Sec. NR .92 and 1.93, Adm. Code}. Lakes that exceed thlis density are deemed to
have more than adequate access, while lakes with less than this level have the potentlial for more. Thus, if
the water space ls more Than |0 acres per boat or there Is access avallable but no parking, access ls
Inadequate. |f there 1s less than 10 acres of water per boat, access Is adequates And, If there is no
access at all, the water Is categorized as lacking access. In all cases, complicating factors may occur and
these are polnted ocut I1n this assessment.

COST OF ACCESS

This document's greatest value should be as a planning documents Therefore, we have estimated the amount
and cost of providing adequate boat access to the lakes of +he varlous countles and for the reglon as a
whole. Access costs break down to land acquislition, parking space development, and ramp construction. For
large, heavily used sltes, there may aiso be the cost of a Yollet faclllty. Generallzed costs for
completing various types of Improvements were obtalned from recent construction projects. The access
estimates do mot inciude the cost of providing tollet facillties. |f this flgure was Included, an
additional $15,000 would have to be added to the cost of each access sites

DATA EVALUAT ION

Information for each of the countles In the West Central District Is included In the Appendlx (countles
alphabetlcally llsted)s There are three tables for each county: the status of access, boat access types,
and cost estimates for county lakes needing Improvements. A summary of the district's access needs Is found
In Appendix Tables 45-48.

Of the 687 district takes, 379 (55¢) lack access or have Inadequate access (Table 2). Vlewed as a whole,
most lakes and rlvers over 200 acres have adequate access, but addltional access Is deslrable on some of the
larger rlverss Undoubtedly this district has generally adequate access because access user pressures are
not overwheiming and any access developments primarily benefit local users.

One of the major access deflclencles 1n thls reglon is access to the many privately developed cranberry bog
flooding Impoundments In Monros and Jackson countles. These waters commonly have desirable fish crops but
do not have adequate access. Slnce these Impoundments are usually more than 20 acres In size, the amount of
water encompassed Is substantlal.
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Another group of waters that has poor access Is the smail natural tekes In the ferminal moralne of Chlppewa

Countys About 50 percent of these waters have poor access. Although there are large numbers of these
|akes, many are surrounded by public land so the deflclency Is not as keen as It might be« In the long
run, though, improved access to more of these small lakes will be deslrables
TABLE 2. Status of access for the West Central District.
Lake Slze Category

Yory Modium  Small Large  Medlum Yory

Small Small  Small Modium Medlum Medlum Large Large Large Total*
Number of lakes 458 99 49 29 23 10 9 4 6 687
Access lacking 247 38 16 9 2 l 313
Access Inadequate 6 2l 13 6 10 2 5 | 2 66
Access adequate 203 40 20 t4 I 7 4 3 4 304

*pccess categories combined result in 3 less than total number of lakes because some [nconsequent!al
bodles of water were dropped.

A summary of the district's access needs indicates 206 lakes and large rivers need access (Table 3}« To
furnish access to these waters would require an outlay of $4,485,000. Approximately 50% of the access costs
is for Improvements on The smali lakes of Chippewa County and 30% is needed for the Impoundmenis In the
sandy lands of Jackson and Monroe countiess

TABLE 3. Cost of providing access to lakes In the

West Contrai District.

Mumber of Lakes Total Cost Of
County Requ lring Access improvements
Buf falo 2 $45,000
Chlippewa 109 2,335,000
Clark | 20,000
Crawford 2 50,000
Dunn i 40,000
Eau Cl alre 3 85,000
dackson 38 805,000
La Grosse 2 60,000
Monroe 33 550,000
Pepin 2 69,000
Plerce 3 100,000
St. Crolx 8 260,000
Trempealeau 2 70,000
Yernon - ==
Total 206 $4,485,000

Indlvidual county access needs [nclude:

Buf falo Coun’rr - Major rivers and bottomland lakes are the dominant surface water features to which the cost
m

of providlng

proved access is estimated to be $45,000 (Append. Tables 4-6).



-6 - §a

Chippewa County - This county has approximately 400 lakes falllng In the smail or very small lake slze
category (Append. Table 7). Access is not so critical here because almost half of the named {akes have
access avallable through exlsting county lands, but another 109 named iakes elther lack access or have
inadequate access. To provide adequate access to these lakes would require a $2,335,000 outiay, excluslve
of tollet facllitles. Tollet facllilties at some of the heavlly used sltes would require an additional
$100,000 (Append. Tables 8, 9}. :

Clark County - Al! lakes In Clark County are impoundments, with parklands or county forsst lands assoclated
with eachs Only the Black River has Inadequate access, and the cost of providing additional access to this
river |s estimated at $20,000 (Append. Tables 10-12}.

Crawford County = Major waters for Crawford County are the Mississippl River and the WisconsIn Rivers
Access to the Mississippl is considered adequate, but access to the Wisconsin Rlver is more fimlteds The
cost of providing additlonal access In thls county is estimated at $50,000 (Append. Tables |3-[5).

Dunn County = Ali the lakes In Dunn County have adequate access. Only the Chippewa River appears fo have
Inadequate access, and the cost of providing access o 1t is $40,000 (Append. Tables 16-[8}.

Eau Clalre County - Although this county has mostly impoundments, extensive county iands and park lands
ensure access 1o most of them. To provlde adequate access to the lakes having Inadequate access Is
estimated to cost $80,000 (Append. Tables 19-21).

Jackson County = Thls county has a mIx of public flowages for wlld|ife Impoundmants and cranberry
flowages. Access To the cramberry flowages Is poorest Providing access to these waters would cost an
ectimated $805,000 (Append. Tables 22-24).

La Crosse County - La Crosse County has few waters outside of the farge rivers. The Mississippl hes
adequate access but some of the other rivers lack access. A $60,000 access program would meet the needs of
this county (Append. Tables 25-27).

Monroe County ~ This county haes a mix of predominately public impoundments and cranberry flowages, which are
privately owned and controlled. Twelve Impoundments lie within the Military Reservation and would have
controlled publlic access. Most of the access needs !le on privately owned cranberry fiowages which have
over |,500 acres of surface waters. An access program whlch could meet the needs of this county would cost
an estimated $550,000 (Append. Tabies 28-30).

Papin County - Botfomiand lakes and major rlvers provide the primary surface waters for this countye.
Improved access to the Mississlppl River {(Lake Pepln) and to the Chippewa River Is desirables The cost of
addlt}onal access ls estimated at $65,000 (Append. Tables 31-33).

Pterce County - Blg rivers and bottomland lakes comprlse the bulk of Plerce County waters. To provide
additlonal access To the Misslissippl Rlver and bottomland lakes would cost $100,000 (Append. Tables 34-36).

St. Croix County - Ste Crolx County has a modest number of lakes (24) and several of these are shallow and
have reduced values Most of the more Important lakes have adequate access. To provlide adequate access fo
the olght lakes lacking access would cost $260,000. S%. Crolx County lles close to the Twin Cltles and
therefore has more expenslve land costs (Append. Tables 37-39).

Trempealeau County = Bottomiand lakes, the Mississipp! River and a few Impoundments are the primary waters
In this countys Most have adequate access, with only a few of the very small and less valuable lakes
lacking access. A $17,000 program would be required to provide access to those waters lacklng or having
tnadequate access (Append. Tables 40-42).

Vernon County ~ Waters In this county conslist mainly of the Mississippi River or flood control (PL. 566)
lakess Public access to both Is good and there are currently no access problems on Yernon County lakes
(Appends Tables 43, 44).

RECOMMENDAT IONS

The West Centrai Dlstrict access needs are not urgent. Therefore, a gradual program of access development
Is desirables. An expenditure of $50,000-$100,000 per year would provide access to one medium or large lake
and three small lakes each years Expenditures at the rate of $50,000 per year would fully complete access
acqulsition and development In 90 years. Wlth many low priority waters included for access development,
this does not seem to be an excessiveiy long perlod. :
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